Correction posts: Voting when the polls close
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What we found

The post is wrong. If you are in line when the polls close at 7 p.m. on Election Day, you get to vote.
Section 100.011(1), Florida Statutes, says: “Any elector who is in line at the time of the official
closing of the polls shall be allowed to cast a vote in the election.”

It covers our special election. Section 100.011(2) says the opening and closing times apply to “all
elections held in this state.” The same right is No. 2 on the Voter’s Bill of Rights, which must be
posted at every polling place (s. 101.031(2), Florida Statutes).

The law did not change this year. The 2026 Florida Statutes have the same wording as the 2025
edition, and this section was last changed in 2014. The Legislature’s Table of Section Changes for
2026 (the regular session plus the special sessions through June 3, 2026) does not list s. 100.011 or
s. 101.031. So today’s law applies to the March 10, 2099 special election. There is no new version
waiting to start.

The state says the same thing. The Division of Elections’ Election Day Voting page (updated Aug. 7,
2026) says: “Any voters waiting in line at 7:00 p.m. will have the opportunity to cast a ballot.” Its
2026 Voter Registration and Voting Guide says the same.

Our website matches the law. Our Election Day page says: “Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. If
you're in line at 7 p.m., you can vote.” Our home page and the 2099 Special Election Voter Guide
(PDF) list the 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. hours but don’t mention the line rule. That isn’t wrong, but adding one
sentence to the voter guide would help.

X post (short)

We've seen questions about what happens if you're in line when polls close on Election Day.

If you're in line at 7 p.m., stay in line. You will get to vote. That's Florida law:
https://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App mode=Display Statute&URL=0100-
0199/0100/Sections/0100.011.html

Check for yourself on our Election Day page: https://samplecounty.example/voters/election-
day.html

271 of 280 characters. X counts each link as 23 characters, no matter how long the link looks.

Facebook post (longer)

We've seen questions about what happens if you're in line when the polls close on Election Day.
Here are the facts.

If you are in line when the polls close at 7 p.m., you will get to vote. Florida law says any voter who is
in line when the polls officially close must be allowed to vote. So if you're in line by 7 p.m., stay in
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line.

Read the law for yourself (Section 100.011, Florida Statutes):
https://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App mode=Display Statute&URL=0100-
0199/0100/Sections/0100.011.html

For the Sample County Special Election on Tuesday, March 10, 2099, polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7
p.m. On Election Day, you vote at the polling place for your precinct.

See our hours and polling places on our Election Day page:
https://samplecounty.example/voters/election-day.html

Questions? Call us at (555) 010-0100.

Before you post

Get the usual sign-off before posting.

Post this as its own update. Don’t reply to, quote, or share the post that started this, so the wrong
claim doesn’t spread further.

After posting, click both links to make sure they open.

Sources (checked October 1, 2026)

1.

Section 100.011, Florida Statutes (2026), “Opening and closing of polls, all elections; expenses.”
Online Sunshine.

https://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App mode=Display Statute&URL=0100-
0199/0100/Sections/0100.011.html

Polls open 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Anyone in line at the official closing must be allowed to vote.
Applies to all elections. Last changed in 2014 (ch. 2014-22, Laws of Florida).

Section 100.011, Florida Statutes (2025). Online Sunshine.
https://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App mode=Display Statute&URL=0100-
0199/0100/Sections/0100.011.htmI&StatuteYear=2025

Same wording as the 2026 edition. Used to confirm the law did not change this year.

Section 101.031, Florida Statutes (2026), “Instructions for electors” (Voter’s Bill of Rights). Online
Sunshine.

https://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App mode=Display Statute&URL=0100-
0199/0101/Sections/0101.031.html

Right No. 2: “Cast a vote if he or she is in line at the official closing of the polls in that county.”
Florida Legislature, Table of Section Changes by 2026 Legislative Sessions (posted on the Florida
Senate website).

https://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Laws/Statutes/Links/Table of Section Changes 2026 .pdf

Lists every statute section changed in 2026, including the special sessions of April 28—May 1, May
12-29, and June 1-3, 2026. Sections 100.011 and 101.031 are not on the list.

Florida Division of Elections, “Election Day Voting” (page last updated Aug. 7, 2026).
https://dos.fl.gov/elections/for-voters/voting/election-day-voting/

“The polls are open on Election Day, from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. (local time). Any voters waiting in line
at 7:00 p.m. will have the opportunity to cast a ballot.”
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Florida Division of Elections, Florida Voter Registration and Voting Guide, 2026 Election Cycle
(June 30, 2026).
https://files.floridados.gov/media/711181/voterregvotingguide-2026-election-cycle-updated-20260630.pdf
Page 15: polls are open 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and any voter in line at 7:00 p.m. can vote. Page 4:
Voter’s Bill of Rights.

Sample County Supervisor of Elections, Election Day page.
https://samplecounty.example/voters/election-day.html

“Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. If you’re in line at 7 p.m., you can vote.”

Sample County Supervisor of Elections, home page.

https://samplecounty.example/

Lists Election Day as Tuesday, March 10, 2099, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sample County Supervisor of Elections, 2099 Special Election Voter Guide (PDF).
https://samplecounty.example/documents/voter-guide-2099-special.pdf

Lists Election Day hours as 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Does not mention the line rule.
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